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THE 

JAGUAR 

TALES 

October 5—9    Fall Break—No school 

October 13    Leonard Springs field trip—6th grade 

October 15    International walk to school day 

October 21    Beauty and the Beast—6th grade 

October 20    Picture retakes 

October 22    Honey Creek field trip-- Mrs. Capik 

October 22    Lunch with the Principal  

October 27    Honey Creek field trip—Ms. Powers 

October 29    Griffy Lake field trip—4th grade 

October 29    Honey Creek field trip— Mrs. Beyers 

Thanks goes out to everyone who attended the Family Picnic this year.  The weather cooperated, and it turned out to be 

an enjoyable evening of food, music, and fun!    

Dear parents, 

As of the end of the 1st 9 weeks, there has been lots of learning!  Students have shown great enthusiasm towards and embraced 

this new learning opportunity, and I feel very happy and proud to be part of it. 

As we venture into the next 9 weeks, here is some information on topics that the students will be learning:  

K- Expressions of emotion 

1st- Classroom commands, directional terms 

2nd- Introduction to the alphabet 

3rd- Alphabet spelling, city/country, different homes 

4th- Customs/etiquette, stores/shopping 

6th- Customs/etiquette, tourism/travel 

Thank you for your support, and do not hesitate to reach out to me via email should you have any questions. 

Gracias!       

Sra. Coolidge  

gcoolidg@mccsc.edu  

http://www.mccsc.edu/childs
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From the Library Corner 
 
Author Skype, Paul Durham, and fourth grade 
Paul Durham, author extraordinaire, is going to Skype with all of our 4th graders on Fri-
day, October 16. He is the author of the popular series, The Luck Uglies, winner of the 
2015 ALA Notable Children’s Book Award, NY Public Library Top Book for Sharing and 
Reading and Booklist Top Ten First Novel for Youth. The third book in this series will be released this 
spring.  
Our fourth grade is enjoying The Luck Uglies being read to them as they prepare for this event. 
Please visit Paul Durham’s informative and entertaining webpage: 
http://www.pauldurhambooks.com/ 
 
Author visit, Margaret Peterson Haddix Grade 4,5,6 
We are excited to host Margaret Peterson Haddix, middle grades/young adult author, on Friday, No-
vember 13.  Author visits are an exciting opportunity for elementary readers and writers. 
Our grades 4, 5, and 6 have begun preparing for her visit by offering her titles for literature groups and 
reading her books aloud. 
Visit http://www.haddixbooks.com/ for more information about Margaret Peterson Haddix. 
 
Biblionasium  Grade 4, 5, 6 
Biblionasium is an engaging, literature-based social network for elementary children.  It is similar to a 
Goodreads/Shelfari type site but specifically for kids. This is a web-based application so students can 
access in or out of school. 
This wonderful website helps us to continue to grow as a community of readers. The students can rec-
ommend books to each other, write reviews and keep track of what they have read or want to read. 
See the following for more details: 
https://www.biblionasium.com/learn_more_parents 
Go to: 
Childs Library Webpage (https://sites.google.com/a/mccsc.net/childs-elementary-library/) or scan   

 
choose Biblionasium 
 
Your child can log in by entering Username:(firstfivelettersoflastnamefirstthreelettersoffirstname0)  
Password: same as library number/lunch number/computer log in number EXCEPT you add the first 
letter of last name BEFORE the password 
 
Example: 
John Miller 
millejoh0  
m12345 

http://www.pauldurhambooks.com/
http://www.haddixbooks.com/
https://www.biblionasium.com/learn_more_parents


Follett Shelf Ebooks from Home Grades 4, 5, 6 
The students are off and running with checking out electronic books from Follett Shelf on their iPads. Each 
child may check out one ebook at a time and put one ebook on hold. Books can be checked out for 10 days or 
returned early. This is a web-based application so it is accessible in or out of school. 
Go to: 
Childs Library Page (https://sites.google.com/a/mccsc.net/childs-elementary-library/) or scan 

 
choose FollettShelf Ebooks 
 
Your child can log in by entering  
Username (firstfivelettersoflastnamefirstthreelettersoffirstname0)  
Password: same as library number/lunch number/computer log in number 
 
John Miller 
millejoh0  
12345 
 
International Dot Day      Kindergarten and Grades 1, 2 
 http://www.thedotclub.org/dotday/ 
Grades k through 2 celebrated International Dot Day on Tuesday, September 29. We read, The Dot, by Peter 
H. Reynolds. This book inspired Terry Shay, classroom teacher, to begin this special day of celebrating crea-
tivity, courage and collaboration. 
  
In celebration of Dot Day we: 
*read The Dot by Peter H. Reynolds 
* read a spectacular book called, Dot, by Patricia Intriago.  
*looked at “celebridots” created by familiar children’s authors and illustrators in celebration of International 
Dot Day. 
*read books that show characters using the Learner Profiles…especially Caring and Open-Minded 
*create our own dots with our art teacher, Ms. Shuler. 
*learn The Dot Song with Mrs. Crane, our music teacher.   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5oEhqht-OgY 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r_I43cxDQ-o 
 
Look for our dots in the hallway by the office! Make Your Mark and see Where it Takes You! 
 
Social Media Sites: 
As always I invite you to follow me on twitter @judybooklady and Childs School @Childsschool to learn 
more about what is happening with the library program and at Childs. 
Visit shelfari to see what I’m reading at http://www.shelfari.com/judybooklady 
I have also started a Pinterest page for parents at https://www.pinterest.com/jwilliam1308/     Watch as it 
grows! 
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Earn money for Childs Elementary by shopping at Kroger! 

Fund-raising for Childs Elementary couldn’t be easier! Shop at Kroger, swipe your Plus card, and Childs will earn 

money through the Kroger Community Rewards Program.   

To register your Plus card, simply follow these steps: 

Go to https://www.kroger.com/community rewards 

Create and account 

Register your Kroger Plus card number 

Enroll your Plus card in the Community Rewards program to Childs Elementary School’s account (Childs Elementary 

10879) 

 

After enrollment, each time you shop at Kroger and present your Plus card, Childs Elementary will earn rewards! 

If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to contact Jennifer Morgan at jlbryan@indiana.edu 

 

International Walk to School Day-October 15, 2015 

 

Parents or caregivers of Childs Elementary School students who live within walking 

distance of the school are encouraged to walk with the children to school (rain or 

shine) on  Thursday, October 15th, in observance of Internation-

al Walk to School Day.  

DRIVERS: Please be cautious of our walkers and cyclists.  

Did you know that a car traveling at 20 miles per hour takes on average 43 feet to 

stop?  

At 30 mph that number goes up to 80 feet.  

At 40 mph, to 128 feet….. 

If you would like to help with the event, please go to 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0849acae28a6f94-international to sign up. 

November 3, 2015, No school — Election day 



 
 

 
Notes from the Literacy Lab      

 
 

 
 

We often think of learning vocabulary as memorizing words and definitions. Do you remember writing the definitions for a list of words 
and then having to use them in a sentence? I know a family that had their children sit on dictionaries at the dinner table. They would 
make it a habit to learn a new word each day. I have a dictionary app on my phone that sends a new word each day for me to look up.  
While these are beneficial activities, we actually learn most words through reading, listening to others read and also having conversations 
with others. The bottom line is that when we know more words, we are more able to understand what we read.  
 
How can you help at home? Here are some suggested activities for building your child’s vocabulary. 
 
1. Engage in conversations while going about the routines of your day. When doing chores around the house replace tired words like    

“clean up” with other rich words such as “organize”, “collate”, “arrange.” Car rides are a great place to talk about your destination or 
the scenery. A conversation at the dinner table can be punctuated with more sophisticated words to describe the food.  Talk about 
your day: what you did, people that you met, funny things that happened or interesting things that you saw while using more memo-
rable words.  

 
2. Play with words! “I’m thinking of a word that starts with ‘br’ and it means that a person is not afraid (brave).  Give your child a word 

like “said” and take turns coming up with words that have similar meanings.  This can be done with opposites as well. To play with 
word associations or multiple meanings of words take turns naming words on a particular topic. For example: Name things that are 
“sharp” (pencils, smart people, pins, etc.) Brainstorm words that fit into categories.  

 
3. Learn common prefixes or suffixes. Once identified, these can unlock the meaning of many new words. Keep lists posted on the re-

frigerator and add new words as you discover them.  
 
4. Be word collectors…keep a notebook of interesting words. Illustrate the words, act out the words, sort the words, write stories using 

the words, try to see how many times you can use the words in your conversations…be creative with the words. What can you do to 
make the words come alive? 

 
5. Along with crossword puzzles there are other published games that expand vocabulary…Hedbanz, Boggle, Upwords, Scrabble, Scrab-

ble Jr., Banana-grams, Pictionary, Charades for Kids, WizKidz, Fast4Words. They are great for connecting words and meanings.  
 
6.     There are a few websites which explore vocabulary:   
         http://freerice.com/#/english-vocabulary/1485    
         http://www.vocabulary.co.il/word-play/ 
         www.quia.com/cb/7146.html 
 
7. As I said last month, read aloud to your child.. Savor the words that are memorable. Don’t be afraid to acknowledge when you don’t 

know what a word means. Model “asking” behavior.  Together try to figure out the meaning of the word in context or stop to look it 
up if necessary.  

 
8.     And last but not least…encourage your child to read as much as possible. Reading gives a huge boost to building a rich vocabulary. 
 
 

 

“Words mean more than what is set down on paper.  
It takes a human voice to infuse them with deeper meaning.”  Maya Angelou 

 

Kris Stewart, Literacy Coach 
kstewart@mccsc.edu 
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What are the Learner Profiles? 

 

 

Within the International Baccalaureate, the learner profile focus is on the whole person as a lifelong learner. These profiles apply to 

everyone, both adult and child.  According to the International Baccalaureate Organization, the goal of all of its programs is to “develop 

internationally minded people who, recognizing their common humanity and shared guardianship of the planet help to create a better 

and more peaceful world.” Developing lifelong learners who are positive contributors to society is something many schools strive to 

achieve. 

 

The profile aims to develop learners who are: 

 
 

 

Scan this code for a quick video about the learner profiles.     

 

 

 

We are working on a learner profile each week. I’ve included the dates beside each profile above.  Be sure to ask your child to tell you 

about this week’s focus!  

 

 

Kris Stewart, IB Coordinator, kstewart@mccsc.edu    

Caring Helpful to others, empathetic, thoughtful, considerate, recog-
nizes that he/she is part of a group. 

8/3-8/21 

Open-Minded Listens to others thoughts and ideas, accepts that there is 
more than one way of looking at things. 

8/25-9/4 

Balanced Uses time wisely, and participate in a variety of activities. 9/7-9/18 
  

Risk-taker Willing to make mistakes, prepared to try something new, will-
ing to try things in unfamiliar ways. 

9/21-10/2 

Principled Honest, makes good decisions, responsible, has a sense of fair-
ness and justice. 

10/12-10/23 

Inquirer Ask questions, does not give up easily. 10/26-11/16 
  

Thinker Uses what he/she already knows, can build on his/her own 
ideas and the ideas of others. 

11/9-11/20 

Knowledgeable Learning more about self, others and the world. 11/30-12/4 
  

Communicator Expresses feelings and thoughts across the curriculum. 12/14-12/18 
  

Reflective Thinks about his/her actions, learning and different ways to do 
things. 

1/4-1/15 
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Dear parents, 

As of the end of the 1st 9 weeks, there has been lots of learning!       

Students have shown great enthusiasm towards and embraced this new 

learning opportunity, and I feel very happy and proud to be part of it. 

As we venture into the next 9 weeks, here is some information on topics 

that the students will be learning: 

K- Expressions of emotion 

1st- Classroom commands, directional terms 

2nd- Introduction to the alphabet 

3rd- Alphabet spelling, city/country, different homes 

4th- Customs/etiquette, stores/shopping 

6th- Customs/etiquette, tourism/travel 

Thank you for your support, and do not hesitate to reach out to me via email should you have any 

questions. 

Gracias!       

Sra. Coolidge  

gcoolidg@mccsc.edu  


